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The Executive Board of the Order of the Arrow, Lodge #44 would like
to take this opportunity to familiarize you with our Lodge, what we do
and how you can help. We on the Executive Board have been working
for many years to portray an accurate depiction of the role of the
Order in our Council’s Scouting program and to clear up any miscon-
ceptions that unit leaders, parents or the scouts themselves may have.

The Order of the Arrow is first and foremost a service organization.
This does not mean that we are free labor and that our weekends are
merely a front to get work done at camp. The first experience that
new members are met with is indeed their Ordeal weekend. It is
through their efforts that our Council Camps are able to operate.
Without the concentrated effort of the two hundred plus arrowmen
who attend the weekends, our camps simply could not exist.

Many projects that the Order completes are lasting reminders of the
service commitment of the Lodge. We have completed major camp
improvements and renovations over the years including electrical,
plumbing, carpentry, major excavations and construction activities.
We have completely redesigned and reconstructed the fire circles at
Minsi, Settlers and Akelaland and have completely renovated the
beaches and decks at Trexler.

We have definitely enlisted the services of the new Ordeal members to
accomplish these tasks, but these new members represent about half
of our workforce. The rest of the workers are devoted arrowmen who
return year after year to provide service to our camps. Why do they
do it?  Ask yourself why you do what you do for Scouting. Scouting
needs volunteers like our unit leaders in order to function; we also
need the volunteers of the Order to keep our facilities viable.

The Order is also a Brotherhood, a place to meet new people and
establish lasting friendships through the numerous events we hold
each year. We not only hold our two work weekends but we also have
Conclave, a regional campout each Spring where the seven Lodges in
our area meet at one of their Camps for competitions, training, shows,
great food and fellowship. Every two years there is also a National
event, the National Order of the Arrow Conference that is held on a
college campus. The 2006 NOAC hosted over 8,000 arrowmen at
Michigan State University and provided excellent opportunities to all
who were involved.

The Lodge also holds a summer picnic and winter banquet each year.
The picnic which is held in July is free to all arrowmen and is packed
with games and competitions and great food and fellowship. Our ban-
quet also boasts great food and fellowship but, more importantly,
serves as a venue to acknowledge those who have contributed to our
Order throughout the year.

We encourage all of those who earned membership through being
nominated by their units, taking their Ordeals and receiving a sash and
pocket flap patch to rejoin the Lodge and continue their commitment
of cheerful service to the Lodge, the Council and our camps.

We ask that unit leadership help to promote the high ideals and terrif-
ic leadership opportunities that this youth run organization has to
offer your boys. We also encourage the adults in the unit to take
advantage of the opportunities for additional training, fellowship and
service to youth and our camps. It is only through the encouragement
and support of the adult leadership that we can hope to retain the
youth in our program.

So we ask for your assistance in getting the word out to your youth.
Come back to the Lodge and see what we have to offer. Feel free to
check out our website at www.witauchsoman.com for additional infor-
mation on what the Lodge is doing and how to be part of our activi-
ties. Information on individual Chapter (District) events is also avail-
able on line.

If you have any questions you may contact the Lodge through contacts
on the web site.

Thank You,

Executive Board
Witauchsoman Lodge #44



C.O.P.E. Weekends
Learn Teamwork, Problem Solving, Decision Making, Trust, Leadership,
Communications, and Self Esteem skills while participating in this
series of activities ranging from initiative games to high ropes cours-
es. Our C.O.P.E Course is located at Trexler Scout Reservation. A vari-
ety of weekend sessions are available and open to Boy Scout Troops
and Venture Crews. Please call the Council Service Center @ 610-
264-8551 if you are interested in registering for a C.O.P.E. weekend.

Camp Promotion
Attention all Cub Scout Packs and Boy Scout Troops!  If you would like
to schedule a camp promotion presentation about 2008 summer
camping for your unit please call Rick Christ @ 610-465-8561 or
email to rchrist@minsitrails.com. We will be assembling a team of
presenters in the September and October timeframe and would be
happy to have them visit your unit.

Summer Camp 2008
Be sure to reserve your campsite at one of our summer camps!
Campsites are filling up quickly, please contact Jane Chase @ 610-
465-8568 or jchase@minsitrails.com to reserve a spot. Don’t miss
out!

Summer Camp Themes Selected

Akelaland - Robin Hood and Sherwood Forest
Settlers Camp - The Good Old West

Camp Projects

The Akelaland swimming pool and shower house is currently going
through the permitting process. Several permits from the state level
to the county level and even township level are needed before con-
struction can begin. Groundbreaking is expected to begin early
March. We are anticipating having the pool and shower house ready
for the start of the 2008 summer camping season. The pool and
shower house will be located in Middlecreek Field (Field across from
the Akelaland parking lot where the Trexler Scout Reservation sign is
located) ninety feet behind the Trexler Scout Reservation sign. As part
of this project we plan to install a new well, septic system and

Camping
upgrade the electrical grid.

Just like the Akelaland pool our new Nature Center at Trexler Scout
Reservation is also going through the permitting process.
Construction is expected to begin upon approval of final permits.
Ground breaking is expected to begin in early March. The nature
lodge will be located off the left side of the paved road at Trexler
Scout Reservation, just before the left hand turn off for the waterfront
road. This 60x40 nature center will serve as the main instruction area
for all Settlers ECON and nature programs during the summer camp-
ing seasons and also available for groups to use during the off season.
The nature center rendering is shown below.

Philmont 2008
Don’t miss out on an opportunity of a lifetime!  The council sponsored
Philmont trip for 2008 still has a few openings for the 2008 expedi-
tion. The crews leave in the middle of July and return at the end of
July. In addition to the Philmont hiking the crews plan to do some
sight seeing around the New Mexico, Idaho and Colorado area prior to
the trip. Please contact Jane Chase @ 610-465-8568 or
jchase@minsitrails.com for additional information or to register.

Philmont 2009
Reservations are currently being accepted for the 2009 Council
Sponsored Philmont Trek in July. Please contact Jane Chase @
jchase@minsitrails.com or 610-465-8568 to make a reservation.
Troops, Patrols, or individual scouts and adults are welcome to attend.

Come to camp for a free weekend (Beaver Weekend)
Beaver Weekend provides units an opportunity to visit the resident
camp they plan to attend before the summer starts. Pack and Troops
will arrive Friday night and setup their tents. Saturday Scouts and
adults participate in service projects until shortly after lunch. In the
evening the camp staff opens program areas for Scouts to have a little
fun in the evening. Campers can stay Saturday night or leave for
home. Beaver Weekend is a must for any Pack or Troop that plans to
attend resident camp this summer. Info will be mailed to all unit lead-
ers regarding Beaver Weekend in the near future. Mark your calendar
for May 2-4 at Camp Minsi, Settlers Camp, and Akelaland.

Summer Camp Staff Members
Needed 

The following staff positions are still needed at camps of the Minsi
Trails Council; Kitchen Aides, Health Officers, ECON Director and other
program area instructors. Anyone can setup an interview by calling or
emailing Rick Christ @ 610-465-8561 or rchrist@minsitrails.com
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Venturing News
Venturing Roundtable Information

The Northern Tier (Anthracite, Pocono, and
North Valley) Roundtables meet at St. Johns
Church, 9 North 9th Street in Stroudsburg the
second Thursday of the month at 7pm.
The Southern Tier (Forks, South Mountain,
Trexler) Roundtables meet at the Council
office 991 Postal Road, Allentown  the third
Monday of the month at 7pm.
We look forward to seeing you at roundtable
to meet others involved in Venturing in the
Minsi Trails Council, discuss troubleshooting
and program ideas.

Venturing at Jambo 

We are still looking for volunteers to help with
various Venturing activities at Jambo. We are
now looking for things to run events with,
especially LCD Projectors, and Game Systems
for Saturday Evening. We are also looking for
Archery Equipment, Paintball Equipment, and
Sports Equipment. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Jason Capone at
jacapone@gmail.com
Venturing will be dedicated to the past, pres-
ent and future of Scouting celebrating 100
years of World Scouting, and 100 years of
Scouting in America! Be prepared for a
Journey through time at the Friday Night
Cracker Barrel and Saturday evening Social!
Venturers should bring costumes for Saturday
Evening for the party, as a prize will be award-
ed to the Venture Crew with the Best Themed
Crew, celebrating Scouting Through Time.
Also, it is recommended to bring compasses
and GPS to participate in various events.

POCONO

Tad Field, Henryville, Troop 80
Eric Matthew Foti, Stroudsburg, Troop 86
Ryan Thomas Donahue, Saylorsburg, Troop 84
David Timothy Shaw, E. Stroudsburg, Troop 100
John Russel Bender, Mountainhome, Troop 89
Matthew Bruce Holm, Saylorsburg, Troop 102
Tristan Bleicher Otto, Jim Thorpe, Troop 555

FORKS OF DELAWARE

Stephen Andrew Morris, Easton, Troop 31
Joel David Beahn, Wind Gap, Troop 74
Patrick Daniel McEnroe, Nazareth, Troop 74
Joshua Eliot Thomas, Nazareth, Troop 78
Austin Allen Witmer, Easton, Troop 33
Joseph Robert Pecca, Bangor, Troop 102
Brett David Johnson, Bangor, Troop 102
Casel Dylan Heisel, Easton, Troop 74
Tyler Douglas Limeberry, Easton, Troop 29
Bryan Michael Butto, Easton, Troop 29
Michael Leonard Finelli, Easton, Troop 29
James Henry Healey, Easton, Troop 31
Alfred John Barylsky, Mount Bethel, Troop 102
Ryan Jacob Klass, Easton, Troop 25
Brandon Matthew Bedoya, Easton, Troop 6
Lorin Ben Bradley II, Nazareth, Troop 87

SOUTH MOUNTAIN

Joshua Douglas Miller, Bethlehem, Troop 362
Gregory M. Pendzick, Bethlehem, Troop 362
Jacob Charles Magnan, Bethlehem, Troop 317
Gregory A. Kidd, Coopersburg, Troop 334
Cole Matthew Clark, Bethlehem, Troop 362

TREXLER

Joseph C. Yoder, Allentown, Troop 439
Zacharie Andrew Grim, Emmaus, Troop 25
Michael John Picarello, Macungie, Troop 71
Drew William Stahler, Emmaus, Troop 31
Matthew Lawrence Keim, Allentown, Troop 439
James Michael Smith, Emmaus, Crew 120

NORTH VALLEY 

Nicholas Harold Millward, New Tripoli, Troop
261
Brian Daniel Fitch, Allentown, Troop 72
Kevin Robert Fitch, Allentown, Troop 72
Patrick Anthony Craig, Coplay, Troop 79
Jacob Edward Panik, Slatington, Troop 79
Benjamim James Schleicher, Breinigsville,Trp 72
Ryan Douglas Lychak, Coplay, Troop 79
Alex J. Stefan, Whitehall, Troop 79
Cody Martin Groller, Slatington, Troop 65

Eagle Information
on web site 

NEW EAGLE APPLICATION IS NOW ON MINSI
TRAILS WEBSITE – ONLY APPLICATION
ACCEPTIBLE BY THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERI-
CA -EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2008

The Eagle Candidate information on the Minsi
Trails Council web site  includes everything
that was in the packets that were distributed
through the Scout Shop.

To get the packet of information www.minsi-
trails.com – “programs” and then “advance-
ment web site information”

When you click to get the project workbook it
will take you to the “Trail To Eagle” site – on
the left side of this page is “Eagle Scout
Project How To Manual”. You decide how you
wish to work with it.

For the Eagle application – use the one on the
Minsi Trails site as it is the ONLY application
available that you can save your work on.
Applications must be printed in color and back
to back or they will not be accepted for pro-
cessing. This is the new application!

On the same page is a new section “Eagle
Scout guidelines for elected officials/distin-
guished guests participation in ceremonies”
Please share this information with those that
are setting up the Eagle ceremonies for your
Scouts.

Internet Advancement
Your unit should be using this valuable tool
even if you are using Pack or Troopmaster. All
of your membership information can be
secured without calling the office. Troops can
print out profiles for the Scouts working on
Eagle ranks, etc.

Inter-net advancement is available for all units
in the Minsi Trails Council. Contact your
executive for the information and security
code that will  enable  you to get started.

If you have problems using the program con-
tact Registrar Chas. Chase at cchase@min-
sitrils.com

New Eagles RE-CHARTERING
FOR 2008

Congratulations to our Districts and staffs for
the tremendous set up on re-chartering day.
Most districts had district personnel on hand
to help out with training, advancement, activi-
ties, OA, camping, high-adventure, member-
ship and helping units set goals and work on
achieving the Centennial Award for this year.

All charters that were in the Council Service
Center, and correct, by the last day of the
month of charter renewal  were in the mail to
the unit leader no later than the 15th day of
the following month. Some were out within 7
days.

Great job!
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Pack 95 Union Terrace Elementary
Cub Scouts and parents were invited to a special meeting on January
28th to reward and honor the scouts of Pack 95 for their hard work
towards earning their Bobcat Badges.

Excellent first year leaders, Ms Schwartz and Ms. Johnson worked with
the boys since the beginning of the school year to obtain this achieve-
ment. Mr. Hahn, principal and Terri Miller, asst. principal also attended
the ceremony in order to congratulate the scouts for their hard work
and achievements.

Pinewood Derby
On Saturday March 29th, Scoutreach will hold their annual Pinewood
Derby. This year’s race will change venues to Northeast Middle School
in Bethlehem to help accommodate the large crowd. Registration will
begin at 9AM and then the race will start at 10 AM. All Lehigh Valley
Scoutreach boys are encouraged to attend.

This year’s race will have some special surprises, so be sure not to
miss it. As leaders, if your boys have yet to receive their cars, please
contact Matt or Jimmy at the council office.

Whitney Young Award
The Scoutreach program honored Pete Mayes at the annual council
recognition dinner in January. Pete, current principal of Mosser
Elementary School in Allentown, became a Cub Scout in 1982
(Progresed through ranks to Webelos, Earned Arrow of Light)
He then moved to Boy Scouting in Troops 120, then 140 @ St. Paul’s
Catholic Church in Allentown. He earned his Eagle Scout Rank in 1990
– Awarded up to Silver Palms in 1993.
In addition he attended the 1989 and 1993 National Scout Jamborees,
served at Trexler Scout Reservation as 1st Assistant COPE Director
when the course opened in 1995/6, Program Director in 1997, and
COPE Director in 1998. He has served as Scoutmaster of Troop 376 @
Salvation Army Bethlehem (Scoutreach Troop). He currently serves as
the Committee Chairperson of Scoutreach pack at Mosser Elementary
School in Allentown, PA.

The Whitney M. Young Jr. Service Award to recognize outstanding
services by an adult individual or an organization for demonstrated
involvement in the development and implementation of Scouting
opportunities for youth from rural or low-income urban backgrounds.

Scoutreach

This is the second year that
Advent Moravian Church and the
Lehigh Valley Military Affairs
Council have assisted in sponsor-
ing a Venturing Crew.

2007 did not encompass as much
flying as we would have liked due
to the budget cuts from the Air
Force, another sponsor of this
joint Civil Air Patrol/Venture Crew.
Crew activities did include security
at McGuire Air Force Base for the
Memorial Day Air Show in which
over 1300 Civil Air Patrol Cadets,
Junior ROTC Cadets and Scouts
participated. The crew also partic-
ipated with security at the Reading
Air Show in June.

Training is always ongoing in
Scout Skills and Search and
Rescue. First Aid classes were
held several times during the year
to update all personnel for Search
and Rescue Operations. The mem-
bers of Crew 310 also attended
winter, summer and fall encamp-
ments, Ranger School and several
conferences. The scouts partici-
pated as color guard for various
patriotic and military events
throughout the year.

Since the crew members are also
members of the U.S. Air Force

Auxiliary, the Civil Air Patrol, two
of our members received awards
for outstanding leadership. Cadet
Lt. Col Keith Hontz was chosen for
the international air cadet
exchange program and spent time
in Holland with the Dutch Air
Force and their auxiliary. Cadet
Bryan Hrysko was promoted to
Cadet Colonel and received the
General Ira C. Eaker Award for
Outstanding Leadership.

Community Service projects
included the previously mentioned
color guard commitments, placing
the flags on veteran’s graves,
working with the Egypt and
Whitehall Fire Companies Fall
Haunted Woods Program, assisting
at the Lehigh Valley Job Fair in
September and being involved
with several area Search and
Rescue missions for downed air-
craft and missing personnel.

If you would like more information
on Crew 310, please contact Arby
Beisel at rbeisel@minstrails.com

If you would like your crew show-
cased in the next Minsi email a
summary to Amy Frantz at
afrantz@minsitrails.com

Spotlight On Venturing Crew 310

Scoutreach Donor Profile
Two Rivers Health and Wellness Foundation

As you have read in past Minsi articles, the Scoutreach program
receives funding form many different sources. One of the newest is
the Two Rivers Health and Wellness Foundation.
The foundation was created in 2001 to address health concerns of the
residents of Northampton County. The Scoutreach program receives
funding to address early intervention issues, by keeping inner city
youth “off the streets” by participating in after school Scouting activi-
ties. The Foundation provides leadership and funding in the effort to
establish a county or regional public health department to provide
preventive services and leadership in responding to health related
emergencies in our community.
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Upcoming Training Dates
in Forks

New Leader Essentials

Wed., April 16  at 6:45 PM at Hope Lutheran Church , 240
S.8th St. , Tatamy

Sat., May 31  at  9:30AM at Hope Lutheran Church , Tatamy

Cub Scout Leader Specific Training

Sat., May 31 at 11:00 AM at Hope Lutheran Church in
Tatamy

Scoutmaster and ASM Specific Training

Friday and Saturday, April 18th – 19th  starting at 6:30 PM
on Friday at Hope Lutheran in Tatamy. Saturday session
starts at 7:45 AM until 2:00 PM. Leaders must attend both
sessions for course credit.

Troop Committee Challenge

Sat., April 19th at 7:45 AM until 12:30 PM at Hope
Lutheran Church in Tatamy

Webelos Leader Outdoor Training/Baloo

Sat., May 10 from 8 AM until 8 PM at Jacobsburg State
Park

March/April Forks District
Meeting Dates

March 6 – District Committee & Commissioners at Hope
Lutheran at 6:45 PM

March 13 – Roundtable & OA Chapter at 7:30 PM at Good
Shepard in Wilson

April 3 – District Committee & Commissioners at Hope
Lutheran at 6:45 PM

April 10 – Roundtable & OA Chapter at 7:30 at Good
Shepard in Wilson

Forks of the Delaware District
2008 Webelos
Klondike Derby
The Webelos Klondike is being
held on Saturday, March 1, 2008.
The derby is being held in Hugh
Moore Park in Easton from 8:00
AM-4:00 PM. The cost of the
derby is $5.00 per Scout/Leader if
registered on or before February
14th or $7.00 after February 14th
(no guarantee of a patch).
Registration forms and the equip-
ment list are available from your
unit leader, at the council service
center, or from Diane Lariar at
610-465-8564 or dlariar@minsi-
trails.com. For more information
or questions, please call Phil Foss
at 610-559-5728.

Annual Awards
& Recognition

Banquet
Come out and enjoy a night of fel-
lowship with other Scouters from
the district. Celebrate the accom-
plishments of the district, your
unit, and the impact you have
made on the youth of our commu-
nities. Bring your spouse or
friends and make this a memo-
rable evening. All District Training,
Scouters Achievement, and Unit
Awards will be awarded at this
event. Honor your dedicated unit
leaders and join us to applaud
their efforts. Applications are
available from your unit leaders or
at the Council Service Center .
Saturday, April 5, 2008 at Hope
Lutheran Church in Tatamy
Gathering at 6:30 PM Dinner
Buffet at 7:00 PM $18.00 per per-
son/$33.00 per couple (or pair)
Dinner Reservations are due to the
council by March 24th. Award
Applications are due by March
17th.

District
Pinewood Derby
The District Pinewood Derby is
being held on Saturday, March
29th at the Forks Township
Community Center . Check In is at
10:00 AM Racing begins at 11:30
AM. The cost is $4.00 per boy.
Each pack may send 4 boys. All
names must be sent to the Council
Service Center by March 14th.
Please complete the reservation
form available from your unit
leader or at the Council Service
Center .

CONESTOGA
WAGON

Save the date: Saturday, April 12,
2008 The Conestoga Wagon is
coming soon. Get ready to build
your wagons and bring your boys
out for a great day of competition.
More information will be coming
soon.

Forks Family
Friends of Scouting

The 2008 Family Friends of
Scouting has kicked off in the
Forks District. Family Chairman
Mike McFadden has taken on the
challenge and recruited a solid
crew of volunteers to assist him in
this year’s campaign. If your unit
has not yet scheduled a Friends of
Scouting presentation at your Blue
& Gold, your Pinewood Derby,
your Red & White, or upcoming
Court of Honor, please contact
Mike at #610-252-8630, or Diane
Lariar or Bill Tonkin in the Council
office at #610-264-8551. We are
shooting for 100% unit participa-
tion in Forks this year. With your
help we can do it!



18 w w w . m i n i s t r a i l s . c o m

New Historic Campership
Patch Available

As pictured above, the 2006 edition of the Minsi Trails Council Historic
Shoulder Patch is now available. This patch is a continuation of our
series of Collector’s Patches featuring notable areas of the Minsi Trails
Council, BSA.

Cost of the patch is $20 and all proceeds are used to support the
council’s campership fund ensuring that all Scouts have the opportu-
nity to attend summer camp regardless of their family’s financial situ-
ation. This is the nineth patch in the series dating back to 1998.
Previous patches include designs highlighting the legacy of the area
coal mining industry, ski resorts, Mack Trucks, our area raceways, and
the railroad and cement industries to name just a few. Over the years,
these patches have increased dramatically in value and have become
extremely popular with patch traders. A limited supply of the new
2006 patch, as well as patches from past years are available by con-
tacting Bonnie at the council service center – (610) 264-8551, or by
filling out the following form:

(PLEASE PRINT)

NAME:_____________________________________________
ADDRESS:__________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP:__________________________________________
_____
# OF 2006 PATCHES REQUESTED    

@ $20.00 EACH = $_______

PAST YEAR PATCHES (LIMITED AVAILABILITY):
YEAR(S) REQUESTED ______ 
# REQUESTED _____  @ $ 20.00 EACH = $_______

TOTAL AMOUNT SUBMITTED $_______

METHOD OF PYMT: CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
Minsi Trails Council, BSA

VISA, MC or AMERICAN EXPRESS Accepted (circle one)

ACCOUNT NUMBER_____________________
EXP. DATE
SIGNATURE

Troop 51, Best East of the Delaware

Troop 78, Best West of the Delaware

Troop 50, Winner of the Chili Cook-Off

Mousetrap fishing with Pack 503

FORKS YUKON GOLD RUSH
The Yukon Gold Rush and Chili Cook Off were held on January 26th.
Approximately 500 people enjoyed the wonderful day of Scouting.
Thank you to Bill Lamberti, Troop 50, and Pack 50 for organizing this
terrific day.
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North Valley District Volunteer
Appreciation Brunch

Saturday, April 5th, 2008 Asbury United Methodist Church Walbert
Avenue and Springhouse Road, Allentown. Gathering starts at
9:30AM. Brunch starts at 10:00 AM and is expecting to end at 11:30
AM at the latest. Cost $15.00 per person. Deadline to register for the
brunch is March 28th

Come join your fellow Scouters and honor those who have given out-
standing service to Scouts, the District, and Others as they receive:

?the Patriot Award – “Scouter of the Year” from each unit
?the Owl Award – outstanding service to Scouting
?the District Award of Merit – exceptional service to both Scouting
and the community

Snowbound 
A big THANK YOU goes out to Ray Campbell, Bill Folk and the rest of
Troop 1600 for organizing and running a great Snowbound. Despite
having no snow again this year, fun was had by all. Bill and Ray our
on board again for next year so expect an even better Snowbound.

Webfoot Day
We’d like to send a big THANK YOU to Larry Arner and his staff of life-
guards for holding a wonderful event on January 26th. All those that
attended had a wonderful time and enjoyed swimming on such a cold
winter day. Thank you for all that attended and made this event a suc-
cess.

Webelos Winter Event
We’d like to thank David Klembara and his staff for chairing the event
this year. We had a good turn out for the event and appreciate all the
time and energy that was put into it. Thank for attending the event to
make it a success. We had over 80 Webelos participate in the event
for the day!

District Pinewood Derby
The District Pinewood Derby will be held on Saturday, March 29th at
the Springhouse School in the Parkland School District. As more
information becomes available it will be sure to be passed along at
roundtables and on the North Valley website.

Re-Charter
Thank you to all those units that came to our re-charter day in
January, and for all the volunteers that helped out.

Come visit us on the Web!
Get the most up to date information from North Valley District on our
home on the web. www.orgsites.com/pa/northvalley.

Chairman’s Corner
Dear Leaders,

The winter holidays are history, but scouting is in full swing in the North
Valley District. Snowbound 2008 kicked off the month of January with
over 300 campers taking part in this premiere event. Thanks to Bill Folk
and Ray Campbell of Troop 1600 for planning and carrying out an out-
standing program. Once again, Webfoot Day was a huge success with
over 70 Cub Scouts spending time in the Allen High School Pool with our
friend Larry Arner. Thanks again Larry for conducting an outstanding
water safety program for our young cubs. And, of course, it wouldn’t be
winter without the Webelos Winter Event held at Bicentennial Park in
East Allen Township. This year’s event chaired by Dave Klembara was a
great day of scouting for the over 80 boys who attended. Coming up in a
few short months is Jambo 08 at Kutztown University. This council-wide
Camporee draws nearly 5,000 participants for a weekend of scouting fun
and fellowship that is sure to have something for everyone. Soon after
the tents are packed from Jambo, it will be time for our Packs or Troops
to march into Summer Camp. The Minsi Trails Council is fortunate to
have three beautiful camps and fantastic camp staffs that provide a week
of memories for boys and leaders alike. Every unit is urged to make
summer camp a priority activity for your scouts. Call our great camp
registrar, Jane Chase, and sign up today! 

Brian Dungan, NV District Director, and Lisa Kirschner, Quality Unit
Executive, have been hard at work with the re-chartering effort, and
hosted a fantastic Re-Chartering day on January 19th at Hope Lutheran
Church in Cherryville. Pack, Troop, and Crew leaders came out to re-
charter their units and visit each of the “information stations” where
they gathered important information for their units. Thanks Brian, Lisa,
commissioners and committee members for another job well done.

This year’s FOS campaign has begun, and new FOS Chairman Kent
Hickey (Troop 29) and his volunteer corps of presenters are on the trail
visiting Blue and Gold & Red and White Dinners, Pack Meetings, and
Courts of Honor to deliver the message of scouting to our scouting fami-
lies. This annual fundraising event is an integral part of the scouting
program and helps support our units through the council’s professional
staff and provides upgrades to our camp facilities. If your unit has host-
ed a presentation already, thanks so much for your support. If you still
need to schedule a presentation, please call Brian Dungan or Lisa
Kirschner at 610-465-8573. On Friday May 9th USA Architects will again
sponsor an FOS Motorcycle Ride. This year’s ride will be a 50 plus mile
scenic covered bridge ride ending with a rider’s lunch at Troop 72s Camp
Spirit. Each rider will receive a ride Tee-Shirt. Donation for the ride is
$25.00. For more information visit the North Valley Web-Site or call me
at 484-239-4794.

Together we can make scouting happen in the North Valley District
Yours in Scouting,

Bob Sperling

North Valley

North Valley District Two Month Calendar: NEXT page
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Family Friends
of Scouting

If you have not signed up for an
FOS presentation, please do so.
These presentations have the
greatest success when held at
Blue and Gold and Red and White
Dinners. To submit a date email to
Denise Maza at
denisemaza@epix.net

District
Recognition &

Volunteer
Appreciation Night
The Pocono District will be having
a District Recognition and  volun-
teer appreciation evening on
March 13th in lieu of Roundtable
(we will have the unit mailboxes
with any flyers available). This is
instead of a District Dinner. All
unit volunteers and their spouses
are welcome. The evening will
begin at 7pm and we will have
light refreshment and fellowship,
as well as giving out the award for
the District Award of Merit and
other District recognitions. We
are now accepting nominations for
the District Award of Merit and the
Pocono District Unit Leadership

MARCH

3 District Commissioner/Committee Meeting 7:00PM  St. Johns 
Church, 9 N 9th Street, Stroudsburg

13 9 Roundtable and Volunteer Recognition Night7:00 PM 
St. Johns Church, 9 N 9th Street Stroudsburg

APRIL

7 District Committee Meeting St. Johns Church, 9 N 9th Street,
Stroudsburg

10 Roundtable St Johns Church, 9 N 9th Street, Stroudsburg

Awards. To submit a nomination
please contact Steve Sodl at
ssodl@ptd.net. To RSVP for the
Recognition and Appreciation
night, please contact Bill Brugger
at wbrugger@ptd.net

Congratulations
A special congratulations to Alan
Lippincott who was awarded the
Silver Beaver at the Council’s
recognition dinner on January
25th. Also, congratulations to
James Timberman and Dagan
Kirschner who received the
National Heroism Award that
evening  for bravery in rescuing
two leaders during a canoe trip in
the Northern Tier.

Thank You!
A special thanks to Dick Seip and
his fantastic pit crew who a great
pinewood derby on February 2nd
at the Stroud Mall.
Klondike
A special thanks to Bill Stickney
and his team who ran a fantastic
Pocono District Klondike Derby on
January 26th. The weather was
cold and there was snow on the
ground. It seemed like everyone
had a great time! Thanks, Bill!

Pocono Dist: 2 Month Calendar

Pocono District
District Dinner:

The plans have started for the
District Dinner. Will be hosted on
April 11th in Treskow- P23-T23
are hosting this year’s dinner. Cost
for the Dinner is $16.00 it will be
a sit down homestyle dinner.

What I need from every registered
adult leader are nominations for
scouter of the year, cubber of the
year, and district award of merit.
You should have received the
information in the mail. If you did
not receive the letter, please con-
tact me.

Friends of Scouting

Family Friends of Scouting is in
full swing your troop or pack will

Anthracite District
be visited by a volunteer from the
district. This is a great time for
you to support the scouting move-
ment on the council level.

Last year we hit our goal- let’s top
our goal in 2008
A Big Thank you to Mark Gronski
and his Family FOS Team

District Announcements

•Centennial Unit Commitment
Forms are due to me by April 1st
•Jambo will be May 16-17-18th
at Kutztown University- 
REGISTER ONLINE NOW!

START THINKING SUMMER CAMP!

MARCH

March 6th- Roundtable
March 8th- University of
Scouting  
March 13th- District
Committee Meeting 

APRIL

April 1st Centennial Forms Due
April 3rd- Roundtable
April 10th- District Committee
April 11th- District Dinner
April 12th- Cub Day at
Community Park

Anthracite District 2 Month Calendar:

North Valley District
2 Month Calendar

MARCH

5 OA Meeting St Lawrence School Catasauqua
11 District Committee Meeting – Shepherd of the Hills Church Egypt
7:30PM
12 Roundtable – LCCC Schnecksville 7:30 PM
27 Commissioner’s Meeting – Hope Lutheran Church Cherryville
7:00 PM
29  District Pinewood Derby Race 

APRIL

2 - OA Chapter Meeting – St Lawrence School Catasauqua
5 – District Volunteer Appreciation Brunch 10:00 AM
8 - District Committee – Shepherd of the Hills Church Egypt 7:30 PM
9 – Roundtable – LCCC Schnecksville 7:30PM
24 - Commissioner’s Meeting – Hope Lutheran Church Cherryville
7:00 PM



w w w . m i n i s t r a i l s . c o m    21

Centennial Quality District
Congratulations to everyone in South Mountain!  Thanks to our hard
work, we are the only traditional district to have earned the 2007
Centennial Quality District Award. Much like the award for units, this
recognition is given to districts who achieve specific goals such as
growth in membership, camping, fundraising, and popcorn sales.
Thank you so much for your dedication to Scouting! 

Pack 352 Brings International
Peace Light to Bethlehem

Each year, since December 1986, a child from Austria travels to
Bethlehem in the Middle East to light a flame from the one that burns
in the grotto of the birthplace of Jesus. The Light (flame) is then
flown to Austria where it is distributed to delegations of Scouts from
across Europe and the world. The Light is then taken by these Scouts
back to their home countries where it is shared with others.

The Scouts typically share the Light with churches and other places
where its significance can be appreciated. This year, the Peace Light
was transported to New York City via JFK International Airport on
December 5, 2007. The Peace Light was presented from Austrian
Scouting to representatives of the Boy Scouts of America in New York.

The Peace Light made the trip here to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania from
New York City in the safekeeping of Jim Sorenson, a life-long Scouter
in the Greater New York City Council, BSA. Jim brought the Peace
Light to Bethlehem, Pa. and Cub Scout Pack 352 on December 18,
2007.

He and his grandson, Steven Schneible of Cub Scout Pack 352, shared
the Light with Central Moravian Church, Bethlehem, on Tuesday,
December 18th for use in the lighting of their Advent Wreath. Steven
and Pack 352 then shared the Peace Light with Notre Dame of
Bethlehem Church on Friday, December 21, 2007 where it was used as
part of a special school mass attended by more than 400 children and
families.

It was certainly fitting that our local Cub Scouts brought this special
International Peace Light and the hope of peace that it represents to
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania from another Bethlehem in the Middle East.

Camping Committee Volunteers
Have you ever been to summer camp?  Or maybe you’ve gone on a
high adventure camping trip. Then the Camp Promotion Committee is
looking for you!  If you have a passion for camping and would be will-
ing to share your experiences with other units within our district,
please contact Dave Ellis at david.ellis@pseg.com to join the team.
This chance to promote camping of all kinds is for both youth and
leaders …

Readyman Badge for Webelos
Are you ready?  Webelos dens are invited to attend a District
Readyman Meet on Friday, March 14th at Faith U.C.C. in Center Valley
from 6-9pm. All requirements will be completed in multiple stations.
Please contact Laura Bader at albader@ptd.net for more details.

District Pinewood Derby
Mark your calendars: our District Pinewood Derby will be held
Saturday, March 29th at Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church in
Bethlehem Township. Check-in will begin at 9:30am and with the
races set to go off half an hour after all of the inspections are com-
plete. Come with any tools and supplies you may need for your car,
but make sure to follow the rules!  Just like last year, there will be
food and snacks to purchase. Any questions, please feel free to con-
tact the event chair, Jim Reinhart, at 610-868-4818.

Scout Night with Outlawz
Spend April 12th with the Lehigh Valley Outlawz, our local professional
arena football team. For $25 per person, Scouts will watch the
Outlawz versus the Chesapeake Tide, with a halftime Flag Football
clinic, followed by camping on the actual indoor field in Stabler Arena
after the game, a movie, and breakfast the next morning. Additional
information will be distributed at an upcoming Roundtable.

Fall Camporee
Any troops interested in helping with the Fall Camporee on October 3-
5 should contact our District Vice-Chair of Activities Jeff Alicea at 
jalicea@rcn.com or 610-861-0350.

So. Mtn: 2 Month Calendar
MARCH

4 District Committee meeting @ East Hills Moravian Church 7:30pm
5 Roundtable/OA Chapter meeting, St. Luke’s Hospital – Priscilla 

Payne Hurd Education Center, Fountain Hill 7:30pm
14 Webelos Readyman Meet @ Faith U.C.C., Center Valley 6-9pm
26 District Commissioners meeting @ Rosemont Lutheran Church,

Bethlehem, 7pm
29 District Pinewood Derby @ Sacred Heart R.C.C., Bethlehem 

Township, 9:30am

APRIL

1 District Committee meeting @ East Hills Moravian Church, 7:30pm
2 Roundtable/OA Chapter meeting, St. Luke’s Hospital – Priscilla Payne 

Hurd Education Center, Fountain Hill, 7:30pm
12-13 Lehigh Valley Outlawz event @ Stabler Arena, Bethlehem

26 Dist. Recognition Dinner @ East Hills Moravian Church, Bethlehem, 6:30pm
30 District Commissioners meeting @ Rosemont Lutheran Church, Bethlehem

South Mountain
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Annual Awards & Recognition
Brunch

Come out and enjoy a morning of fellowship with other Scouters from
the district. This year’s theme is ONE MILLION STARS IN OUR UNITS
SKYLINE. Celebrate the accomplishments of the district, your unit, and
the impact you have on the youth of our communities. Bring your
spouse or friends and make this a memorable event. Honor your dedi-
cated unit leaders and join us to applaud their efforts. Applications are
available at roundtable and at the Council Service Center.

Remember this is your District and your participation is what makes it
a success.

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2008
9:30 AM GATHERING TIME 10:00 BRUNCH

AT ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
139 N. 4th St., EMMAUS, PA

COST: $11.00 PER INDIVIDUAL

CATCH THE SCOUTING SPIRIT 
If your pack, troop, or crew has not yet scheduled a Friends of
Scouting presentation for the 2008-year, please do so immediately by
contacting Joe Heiman 610-465-8582 or Brenda Aubert 610-
3958472. The presentation takes as little as 10 minutes of time from
your unit’s meeting program and the return is so much greater. Catch
the Scouting Spirit and help spread it to others by scheduling your
Friends of Scouting presentation today.

ICY PIRATE FUN
Rrrr, mateys!  On Saturday, January 26, 2008, Akelaland at Camp
Trexler was overrun by pirates and able bodied crew members of 20
boats. The theme this year was “Pirates of the Klondike.”

This was a fun event!  Thirteen troops and 135 scouts were present for
the event. Instead of points, boats (patrols) competed for gold pieces
of eight. The first place winner was Boat #5, Troop 431 with 77 pieces
of gold, second place was Boat #20, Troop 22 with 76 pieces of gold
and tied for third place were Boat #8, Troop 439 and Boat #19, Troop
70 with 74 pieces of gold. A special thanks to the “Pirates” of the OA

Chapter, Pohopoco, for boarding and ransacking the boats. A real nice
32 pound cannonade was constructed by Ben Stoudt, Troop 58!!!

A very special thanks to Captain AJ “Morgan” Kotz, who sailed all the
way from the beautiful Caribbean Island of Port Royal to chair this
fantastic event. (What a GREAT costume, especially the parrot.)

His first mate, Brad Schmoyer was chair for the Webelos event, taking
place at the same time with 16 Webelos representing four packs.

For all you landlubbers, you missed the boat!

START YOUR ENGINES 
The Trexler District Pinewood Derby will be held on Sat., April 12th at
Mack World Headquarters. Sign up flyers will be emailed and passed
out at the district roundtable. For more information please call Frank
Winger (610) 351-4897 or email him at WINGERFS@airproducts.com.

1st AID MEET
This year’s Trexler 1st Aid meet will be held on Thursday, March 13th
7:00 (sign in at 6:30) in the Fellowship Hall at the 1st Presbyterian
Church off of Cedar Crest. More information will be available at
roundtable if you have any questions please contact Bud Kuhns 610-
395-3577.

A SCOUT IS REVERANT 
Thank you to all the scouts who remembered one of the twelve points
of the scout law and observed Scout Sunday on February 3rd , 2008
and Scout Sabbath on February 9th. In a day and age when life is so
fast paced and there is hardly time to stop and reflect before moving
on to the next task, or time to do the little things that matter the most,
it is important for each scout to observe their obligation to reverence.

MARCH

6th District Committee Meeting
8:00 

13th Roundtable, OA Chapter
Meeting and 1st Aid Meet

27th  District Commissioners
Meeting 6:45 

Trexler

Troop 9 and 14 of Trexler District along with Troop 79 North Valley toured a construction site on Oct
22nd.  ST Luke's Hospital - Allentown Campus along with Turner construction showed scouts first hand
what's involved to build a 213,000-square foot hospital expansion. Ground officially broke on October 25,
2006. The project is expected to be completed by October 2008

APRIL

3rd District Committee Meeting 

5th District Annual Awards and
Recognition Brunch

10th Roundtable & OA Chapter
Meeting 

12th District Pinewood Derby Race

24th District Commissioners
Meeting 

Trexler District: 2 Month Calendar

SCOUTING IN THE TREXLER DISTRICT 
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EXPLORING POST DIRECTORY
February 1, 2008

POST SPONSOR CONTACT PHONE SPECIALTY

AVIATION              
0301 LV Flying Club Sean Gornell h-908-319-1360 Aviation     

BUSINESS
3033 Air Products Bill Arey w-610-481-4602 Information Technology

COMMUNICATIONS
0109 The Express-Times Precious Petty w-610-258-7l7l Journalism

HEALTH CARE
2916 Lehigh Valley Hospital Kirsten Ryan w-610-402-2316 Health Care
5662 Pennsylvania AHEC Deb. Youngfelt w-610-379-2001 Health Care
2421 Sacred Heart Hospital Lois Kellet w-610-776-4695 Health Care
7012 St. Luke’s Hospital Kate Fantasia w-610-954-3723 Health Care

LAW/GOVERNMENT

LAW ENFORCEMENT/EMERGENCY SERVICES
0557        Klecknersville Fire Rangers Ernest Hoch w-610-837-0846 Emergency Services
2100        Warren County Technical School Gerald Cummins w-908-689-0122 Law Enforcement
6292    Plainfield Township Police Officer Bob Long w-610-863-9093 Law Enforcement
7500 Pohatcong Township Police Lt. Dean McBride w-908-454-9836 Law Enforcement

RAILROADS
101 Dubbs Memorial UCC Jacob Schock h-610-262-7013 Model Trains

SCIENCE/ENGINEERING
0222 Air Products Brendan Ackers w-610-481-5560 Engineering
0707 Lutron Electronics Andrew Pease w-6 10-282-7741 Engineering
3835 Northampton Community College Barbara Canfield w-610-861-5559 Nanotechnology

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
0901 Singstrong LLC (LV Idol) Linda Beth Norris w-610-882-3 162 Drama Theater 
0902 Singstrong LLC (LV Idol) Linda Beth Norris w-610-882-3 162 Drama Theater
0903 Singstrong LLC (LV Idol) Linda Beth Norris w-610-882-3 162 Drama Theater
0904 Singstrong LLC (LV Idol) Linda Beth Norris w-610-882-3 162 Drama Theater
0905 Singstrong LLC (LV Idol) Linda Beth Norris w-610-882-3 162 Drama Theater 
0906 Singstrong LLC (LV Idol) Linda Beth Norris w-610-882-3 162 Drama Theater

Mario Donnangelo    610-465-8565
Gary Search             610-465-8571

Art Antonioni 610-465-8560
Anthony Cocca 610-465-8580

Katheryn Stephanoff     VP Learning for Life



District Contacts
Anthracite:

Chairman, John Cara at 570-788-3688 or 
johncara@epix.net

Commissioner, Louis Smolinsky at 570-455-0277
Executive, Terry Cavenas at 570-773-1050 or 

tcavenas@verizon.net
OA Advisor, Don Campbell at 570-459-1162 or 

doncampbell@hazleton.net
Forks:

Chairman, Robert Grow at 610-253-5758 or 
robgrow@usa.com

Commissioner, Brian O’Leary at (610) 428- 7747 or 
commissioner4forks@verizon.net

Cub Scout Quality Unit Exec., Diane Lariar at
610-465-8564 or dlariar@minsitrails.com

Quality Unit Executive for Troops & Venture Crews,
Bill Tonkin at (610) 465-8575 or 
wtonkin@minsitrails.com

North Valley:

Chairman, Bob Sperling at 610-398-3527 or 
sperlingr@allentownsd.org

Director, Brian Dungan at 610-465-8573 or 
bdungan@minsitrails.com

Quality Unit Executive, Lisa Kirschner at 610-465-8556
or lkirschner@minsitrails.com

Commissioner, Mark Held at 610-437-5100 or
Mark.N.Held@jci.com

Pocono: 

Chairman, Bill Brugger at 570-619-6322 or 
wbrugger@ptd.net

Commissioner, Steve Sodl at 570-350-5746 or 
ssodl@ptd.net

Executive, Amy Frantz at 610-465-8558 or 
afrantz@minsitrails.com

Scoutreach:

Assistant Council Commissioner, Chuck Ricketts at 
610-799-0806 or figment50@fast.net

Dist. Director, Matt Klutzaritz at 610-465-8557 or 
mklutzar@minsitrails.com

Lehigh Valley Director, Jimmy Torres at 610-465-8562 
or jtorres@minsitrails.com

South Mountain:

Chairman, Gary Marsh at 610-997-0958 or 
gmarsh6@ptd.net

Commissioner, Eric Chiles at 610-865-5787 or 
ejchiles@aim.com

Executive, Arby Beisel at 610.465.8563 or 
rbeisel@minsitrails.com

Trexler:

Chairman, Jacob Brown at 610-965-9607 or 
jbrown@pahousegop.com

Commissioner, Steve Mehl at mehlsav@msn.com
Executive, Joe Heiman at 610-465-8582 or 

jheiman@minsitrails.com

The Minsi Trails Newsletter,
published 10 times a year,
is a publication of the
Minsi Trails Council, Boy
Scouts of America, a
Pennsylvania non-profit
corporation, having its
office at 991 Postal Road,
Allentown PA 18109. The
corporation is under the
leadership of Mark Holtz,
President and Thomas
Harrington, Scout
Executive. The average 
circulation is 4,500.
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Minsi Trails Council,
Boy Scouts of America
991 Postal Road,
Allentown PA 18109
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Mailing Address

P.O. Box 20624 
Lehigh Valley, PA 18002-
0624
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